Valencia High School AP Chemistry A- Mrs. Fischer’s Syllabus

[image: image1.png]cacmistry Is



I would like to welcome everyone back to school.  My name is Mrs. Fischer, and I will be you’re A.P. Chemistry teacher for the course.  This sheet has been prepared to communicate the expectations, standards, course content, requirements, classroom policies, and procedures.  This information will help you have a positive learning experience.  Please read it carefully and share it with your parents.  If you do not understand or have any questions please feel free to see me for clarification.

A.P. Chemistry is a yearlong college science class that is designed to meet the “A-G” requirement of the University of California, which promotes interest in chemistry through laboratory inquiry and investigation.  This class is more rigorous than a general chemistry class and should be taken by students who have made a definite commitment to the class, have a strong work ethic, and who desire a more challenging & thorough introduction to Chemistry.  Learning will take place through lectures, laboratory experiments, reading of the textbook, projects, research, homework, quizzes, and tests.

Course Outline: This course is aligned with the College Board AP Chemistry Science Standards.  These standards are available online:  apcentral.collegeboard.org
The topics we will cover this year will be based on the following 4 “Big Ideas” as set by the College Board.
· Big Idea 1: Quantities in chemistry are expressed at both the macroscopic and atomic scale. Explanations, predictions, and other forms of argumentation in chemistry require understanding the meaning of these quantities, and the relationship between quantities at the same scale and across scales.
· Big Idea 2: The structures of atoms and molecules and their interactions between them allow for properties of a substance to emerge as well as become observable at the macroscopic level. Properties can then be predicted from known aspects of the structures and interactions at the atomic scale.
· Big Idea 3: Reasoning is required to understand the rearrangement of matter that occurs at both the macroscopic and atomic level. This can be done by monitoring the quantities of product made or visualizing intermolecular forces in a mixture. Transformation is also relevant as particles must move and collide to initiate the events in a reaction. 
· Big Idea 4: Energy has two important roles in characterizing and controlling chemical systems. The first is accounting for the distribution of energy among the components of a system and the ways that heat exchanges, chemical reactions, and phase transitions redistribute this energy. The second is in considering the enthalpic and entropic driving forces for a chemical process. These are closely related to the dynamic equilibrium present in many chemical systems and the ways in which changes in experimental conditions alter the positions of these equilibria.
These are the basic rules for our classroom: 

Students will demonstrate that they are Healthy as well as Culturally Aware Individuals who respect the rights of others as well as individual differences and perspectives.  Students need to work together with others to create a classroom atmosphere in which they can learn and succeed.  

1. Be prompt: when the bell rings, everyone is to be in his/her seat

2. Be prepared: always bring your science binder and calculator to class

3. Be Polite: respect everyone’s space, privacy & opinion, and we will do the same for you 
Consequences:  If the above rules are not met the following consequences will apply:
First offense: verbal warning, possible sanctions such as detention, loss of points, etc.

Second offense: written warning/parent contact
Third offense: referral to the assistant principal and parent contact

If the offense is severe the first and second consequences maybe skipped and you will be immediately referred to the assistant principle. Parent contact may be made at anytime.

Tardy Policy:

Students will demonstrate that they are Responsible Citizens who behave in ways that demonstrate an understanding of the character values that underlie society.

If a student is not in their seat when the bell rings they are considered late and a tardy assignment will be given. 
Grades:
Chemistry prepares students to be Self-Directed Learners.   Students will also demonstrate that they are Critical and Creative Thinkers who use higher order thinking skills to analyze and interpret information and solve problems.  

The class will be graded on the following system.  Each student will receive points 

on tests, projects, activities, labs, homework, participation, and their science binder.  Tests are 50%, Quizzes 1%, projects, activities, labs, and midterm are 24%, the final is 15%, and homework is 10% of their grade.

90% - 100% = A

80% - 89%  = B

70% - 79%  = C

60% - 69%    = D

59% & below = F

Students will be able to make up tests on an assigned day if they have an excused absence.  If they do not show up for the make-up test, quiz, or lab they will receive a zero.  If they miss the test due to a school related activity they must have it cleared prior to the exam or they will receive a zero.  

If students are absent the day before an exam they are still required to take the test.  If a student is absent the day a lab or project is due, they must email a photo of the completed lab or project by the time their class starts to receive full credit.  If the lab or activity is one day late the highest grade that can be earned is a C, and if it’s more than 2 days late up to half credit will be given, and anything later than two days will receive no credit.

Students will be responsible for getting the assignment on days they are absent. To have students complete the missed assignments; all assignments will be given every Monday.  If the student is absent on Monday they are to contact a student in class or go to the absent binder located in our class.  In order to do each student will obtain two other students home numbers.  If a student misses a lab day they have two days to make up the lab or no credit will be given.
Retest Policy:

If a student receives below 85% on any chapter test they may retake the test on a designated day for no higher than 85%. In order to take the re-test on the designated day they must have completed the test correction sheet.  

Science Binder:

Each student will be required to have a separate three-ring science binder.  Folders and spirals are not acceptable.  In the binder 4 dividers are needed in the following order: 
(1) Warm-ups/Agendas (2) Notes & formative quizzes (3) Homework/POGILs                     (4) Labs/Activities/Readings. The safety contact, syllabus, equipment sheet, and Periodic table are to be kept in the front of your science binder.
Homework:

Students will demonstrate that they are Responsible Citizens who behave in ways that demonstrate an understanding of the character values that underlie society.

Homework will be collected or checked at the beginning of the hour.  Late homework will not be accepted.  If it is forgotten in a locker or in another book it is late.  All homework needs to be in class with the student when the bell rings.  All work is to be written legibly and mathematical problems must show all work in order to receive credit for the assignment.  If the student has an excused absence homework is due the next day following their return at the start of the hour.  

Website: 

On my website you can access the daily agenda, grades, and practice tests.  The following is my website address: mfischervhs.weebly.com
Textbooks & Supplies:

Students will demonstrate that they are Effective Communicators who employ reading and writing as basic communication skills.  

1. Textbook: It is the responsibility of the student to obtain the Chemistry textbook from    

    the library. If the book is lost or stolen it is the responsibility of the student to pay the 
    fees and get another book.  

2. Calculator: Students will need to have scientific calculator for homework by this Friday.  
    I provide the TI-nspire CX for students to use in class and on tests. I do not require students to buy this calculator. However, if they want to use the same one at home or on the AP exam then feel free to purchase one. 

This paper needs to be read, and the section for the syllabus needs to be signed, and dated by both the student and parent by Friday.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at (661) 294-1188 ext.203 or e-mail me at mfischer@hartdistrict.org.  I am looking forward to a great year!

Thank you, 
Mrs. Fischer

