Mrs. Fischer’s Keys to Success In A.P. Chemistry A


Chemistry can be a very challenging class, but I firmly believe that any student placed into this class can succeed with the right attitude and study habits.   AP Chemistry A is the first semester of a yearlong college course. Below I have listed some suggestions on how to be successful in this class:

1. Go to every class and don't be late! 

Many students feel they can learn on their own, but A.P. chemistry is a subject that requires more than the text book. If you miss class, don't ask me "Did I miss anything important?" All material is important, so you need to be there. Students who attend class regularly perform overwhelmingly better than students who have a poor attendance record.  If you need to be absent, please call another student in the class to see what you have missed as well as e-mail me for clarification.  

2. Repetition is the key to learning in this class!  Repetition is the key to learning in this class! 


You will be given homework assignments or directions to review certain concepts on a nightly basis.  It is essential that you complete these assignments or review the concepts each night as well as understand the material that is being taught each day.  If you start falling behind or do not understand the material, it is important you seek clarification or attend tutoring as soon as possible.

3. Read, read, read . . .  did I mention read? 

You may not understand all that you read, but when I discuss the material, you will have been exposed to it once and I should be able to fill in the gaps for you. A.P. Chemistry studying should be active, not passive. Take notes and work problems while you are reading your chemistry text. Working problems is a sure way to test if you have been absorbing the material and are able to apply it.

4. Don't be afraid to ask for help! 


When you do not understand the material or cannot work problems, get help right away. Do NOT wait until the night before the test or after you have failed two tests.  I will be available for questions or clarification starting the second week of school.  The times and place will be posted in class.  

5.         Do your own work. 

It is okay to show someone HOW to work a problem, but it is not okay to do it for them. That is cheating.  Do not copy someone else’s work.  Likewise, do not allow your work to be copied!

6. Write down the weekly agenda posted every Monday and check it often!

The reason a student earns less than a C in my class is invariably because they do not review concepts taught or complete all the assigned work, and if they do the assignments they are incomplete and not of high quality.  Homework or review is assigned every night.  All homework, projects, labs, and make-up dates are firm.

7.     Keep your parent informed!  Encourage them to contact your teacher and ask questions.

Remember, if you do not earn a 70.00% at the end of the first semester, you will not be allowed to continue onto the second semester of A.P.  Chemistry.   It is YOUR responsibility to seek help and ask questions!  Please encourage your parents to help you.   Have them keep in contact with the teacher via e-mail, letters, conferences, or phone calls.   Their involvement is probably the biggest key to your success!
